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The World Health Organization (WHO) designated@@VID-19 disease (COVIEL9) a pandemic on

March 10, 2020, one day after Jamaica recorded its first CENIDaseMost education systems across

the world have been affected by the COMIB. In a few instances, countries continued to keep schools
open while enforcing preventative measures. This deduthe establishment of protocols to handle
possible COVID 19 cases and limiting social and extracurricular activities. Other countries (for example
Canada, Australia, Brazil and India) utilised selective school closures while most countries including
Janaica, have opted for the closure of all schools as one of the main strategies to combat the spread of
the virus. Schools in Jamaica were closed initially from March 13, 2020, with the latest order requiring

every educational institution to remain closediluhe end of September 6, 2020

According to the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), 89.5%
of the worl ddés students have been i mpactdd by =
In Jamaica, approxiately 600,000 students mpproximately 3,639 yblic and private educational

institutions, from the early childhood to the tertiary level of the education system, have been impacted.

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Information (MoEY]1) in Jamaicade®loped and implemented

several strategies to minimize the disruption to teaching and learning during the period of school closure.
Students have been engaged through a wide range of distance learning strategies including accessing
teaching and learningctivities online, via television and radio. Despite the significant effort, at least
30,000 students remain unreached and this ©pos
protection and well beingéd (UNICEF).

UNICEF (2020) posited that disruptis to instructional time in the classroom can have a severe impact

on a childodés ability to I earn. In addition, the
they are to return. Children from the poorest households are already almashés more likely to be

out of primary school than those from more affluent households. Being out of school also increases the
risk of teenage pregnancy, sexual exploitation, violence and other threats. Further, prolonged closures
disrupt essential sool-based services such as school feeding, mental health and psychosocial support,
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and can cause stress and anxiety due to the loss of peer interaction and disrupted routines, particularly

for vulnerable children.

In an effort to mitigate these risksettMoEY]1 is taking the necessary steps to prepare the education
system for the full reopening of schools on September 7, 2020. Prior to the start of the new school year,
it is important to take account the needs of those students who are at the poiatsibbrrin the
education system Upper secondary students (Grades 11 and 13) normally sit exit examinations in
May/June, including the Caribbean Secondary Education Certificate (CSEC) and Caribbean Advanced
Proficiency Examination (CAPE), to transitionttee next level of the education system or entrance to

the labour market. These examinations are administered by the Caribbean Examination Council, which
following a Meeting of the Council for Human and Social Development (COHSOD) on Me528,
decidedhat students will sit examinations in July of this year

Approximately 76,000 students are currently registered to sit exit examinations in the 2020 cycle
59,662 for CSEC and 16,243 for CAPE. Although most students would have completed portions of the
syllabi up to March 2020 when schools were ordered closed, several students would have had challenges
accessing online learning platforms and other learning opportunities. According to the Statistical
Institute of Jamaica (STATIN), approximately 45% of fa@s do not have access to devices or to
reliable internet services. As a result, these students would need additional support to complete their
preparation for the examinations which have now been rescheduled foeAligyst 2020. As a result,

the MoEYI| has taken the decision to reopen schools between §u2@20 and July 3, 2020 for all
students registered to sit exit examinations. Administrators also have the option, after the 3rd of July
when schools would have officially closed, to facilitate ifddal preparatory interventions for the

students in an effort to ensure that no student is placed at a disadvantage.

In considering the need to control the possible spread of the virus amongst the student population, the
MoEYI has examined best prad& while considering the guidelines of the Ministry of Health and
WellnessAccordingly,the MoEY| has developed a series of standards and guidelines for administrators
which are designed to help them facilitate teaching and learning while safeguardimegalteand
wellbeing of students and staff. This manual has therefore been developed to guide administrators in

implementing measures which will support the safe reopening of schools.
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This Manual has beedeveloped to establish standards and providgetineswhich will guide the

actions of the MoEYI and Administrators of all education institutions as they prepare for and manage
the operations of their institutions for the partial reopening of schools scheduled for June 2020 or full

reopening as schelda for September 2020.

The document will be reviesdand update as needed prior to the September reopening. Revisions will
be done to reflect any further developments of changes as directed by the Ministry of Health and

Wellness.

In addition to refenecing this document, Administrators are encouraged to review the Safe Return to
Work Guide for Employers on COVID 19 Prevention issued by the International Labour Organisation
(ILO) (2020) This has been shared along with this manual and will help erfsairgystems are
developed and implemented to ensure the safety of all members of staff.

Ministry of Education Youth & Information: Educaion in Emergencies



g8 f MINITRY
i
‘ EDUCATION, YOUTH & INFORMATION

The MoEYI has adapted the Framework for the Reopewih Schools developed by UNESCO,
UNICEF, the World Bank and the World Food Programme (April 202Be framework provides for

three phases.

Phase 1the phase prior to school-opening
Phase 2 partial or phased reopening

Phase 3 all institutionsreopened.

The period prior to the physical reopeningeafucation institutionss to be used to ppare all key
stakeholders and the school plant. In the preparatory phase, the MoEY!| will communicate and consult
with all key stakeholders in order to assess the readiness of the system for reopening while coordinating
all critical preparatory activitiesConsideration will therefore be given to:
1 Policy e.g. readmission policies, requirements and procedures
1 Communication i implementation of a public education campaign designed to prepare key
stakeholders for the reopeningexfucatiomal institutions
1 Finance- the provision of resources public schoolsand provide oversighif in independent
schooldo facilitate the deep cleaning of plants and the provision of wash stations, cleaning agents
and other resources needed to ensure that the school envitasikept sanitized
1 Infrastructure 1 ensuring that all the necessary measures needed to maintain safe school
operations within established physical distancing guidelines are implemented
1 Human Resources carefully examining staffing needs to ensure argadee supply of
- teachers to facilitate both online and faodace teaching; and
- ancillary and other support staff needed to ensure that the various sanitation exercises
before, during and after school are carried out
1 Teaching and Learningi examinationof the curriculum to determine what adaptations or
adjustments to subject offerings will be required, determining the modalities which will be used
to facilitate teaching and learning including assessment

Ministry of Education Youth & Information: Educaion in Emergencies
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Staff Health and wellnessi strategies needed toqgbect teachers with underlying health

conditions, providing support for the mental health and sewiotional support cdll members

of staff.

Student s6 He al itslrategias cheedd@ o Ensueesttse health and wellness of all
students, safe trangpation of students to and from school, providing a safety net for children
who may be in violent or abusive situations and home and providing mental and other psycho
social support to ensure students are able to function effectively in the school eewitonm
Managing School Operations strategies to be employed Bgministrators inalignment with
standards and guidelines developed by the MoEYI and approved by the Ministry of Health and
Wellness to effectively manage the day to day operations of thelschoo

Inclusivity T ensuring that special care is taken to address groups with special needs including
equity in access to IGhased learning, the provision of assistance as needed to all students can
be seamlessly integrated into their learning environnagit facilitating greater parental
involvement in activities of the school since they may have much more information to impart

regarding the educational needs of their children.

Critical to the safe reopening afducation institutionswill be the ability of the MoEYI and

Administratorsof educational institutionto ensure thabehaviouralchanges required to reduce the

spread of COVIB19 can be #ectively implemented in the daily practices stfaff and students
According to CARPHA (2020Q)and the Ministryof Health and Wellnesshe following practices will

need to be strictly adhered to

(o]

physical/social distancing (specifically, staying 6 feet away from others when you must go into
a shared space)

frequent washing hands or usigalcohotbased (at leas26 70% alcohol) hand sanitizers

when hands are not visibly soiled aswhp and water are not available

respiratory hygiene

wearingcleancloth facemasks MOHW mask etiquette must be observed

avoiding the touching of eyes, nose, and mouth

staying home whesick

robust sanitization practices including ttleaning and disinfectingf frequently touched

objects and surfaces
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In the phase prior to school-eep e ni ng, it i's recommended that

school (including community leadetgachers, students and parents) is conducted, to obtain contextual

data that can guide 4@pening (UNICEF, 2020). Decision makers must then assess how learning and

wellbeing can best be supported in each context.

Survey to include:

1 Unique Epidemiologidgprofile of COVID-19 in that locality, including community related risk
factors (e.g. presence of community COVID clusters, low water settings, likelihood of
community violence etc.)

1 Profile of vulnerabilities in each school (comorbidities, disabdjtigocial support recipients)
including for teachers, administrators and support staff
Dimensions of each class for social distancing considerations
Staff capacity for teaching, supervision during famademic activities

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene

Analyzing the contexspecific benefits and risks enables prioritization of schools (or components of
schools) for reopening; prioritization of risk mitigation measures within schools and communities; and

areas of focus for remote learning. Based on this sis&es,

(a) Not all schools need open at the same time, whether partially or fully.

(b) Not all students or staff need report to school on thapexning day(s)

Ministry of Education Youth & Information: Educaion in Emergencies
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T ey
‘i%’ o omoney  GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR THE PARTIAL RESUM PTION AND
el ' FULL REOPENING OF SCHOOLS

The reopening of all education institutions should be preceded by a period of adteiligsd on deep
cleaning andlisinfectionall schools. This will be led by the central Ministry supported by the respective
Regions. These activities will occur prior to the partial reopening of schools scheduled for June 2020
and again prior to the fuleopening scheduled for September 2020.

Each deep cleaning exercise should be followed by a thorough inspection of each plant by officers
assigned to each Regional Office to ensure that conditions are favourable for reopening. Principals
should then work #th their staff to develop their own hygiene/ sanitation plan which should be submitted
to the MoEY!| for approval.

In preparing fopartialresumptioror full reopening of achool,it is recommended that students return
on a phased basiSteps must beken to review arrangements for teaching and learning and provide the

requisite psychosocial support for staff and students.

To mitigate against the risk of spread of any communicable disease including dO@Wa@ministrators
(principals) will be respornisle for reviewing all Ministryof Health and Wellnesstandards and
guidelines andleveloping andmplementing strategies to ensure that the school environment is safe for

all stakeholders. The areas of focus are outlined below.

Sanitization and Hygien€ractices

1 Ensurdiquid soap and safe watalong with other sanitization devices (garbage bdigppsable
(papentowelsand handdree bing are available at all times at agppropriate hand washing
stations with age appropriate and optimally siteignage on the recommended hand washing
technique Also dace hand sanitizers in toilets, classrooms, halls, and near exits where possible
At the early childhood level ensure that there is a hand washing station next to the diaper change
area (Standard.5.18).

i Establish unning water stations

Ministry of Education Youth & Information: Educaion in Emergencies
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1 Wherever possible, establish or expand sex segregated toilets or latrines including provisions for

menstrual hygiene management.

1 Every effort must be made to avoid the sharing of resources which cannot be a@tited
Assign resource materials to individual studeatg. textbooks, pens, rulers. Resources that can
be shared must be fully sanitized before use.

1 Encourage students to utilize personal items as much as possible such pens, headphones, pins,
cell phones and hand sanitizers where possible headphones, pins, cell phones and hand sanitizers
where possible

1 Procure and maintain a supply of products with sodium hypochlatit®.1% (1-part
commercial/households bleach to 49 parts of water) for disinfestirfgces such as floors and
non-porous surfaces and 62% or higher alcohol for disinfection of small items that cannot tolerate
bleach.

Bleach solutions should be mixed fresh every day for use around the school compound.

Staff assigned to cleaning must wealustrial gloves, water boots and industrial coverall when
handling chemicals.

Staff are to be trained in the mixing of chemicals for cleaning and disinfection of small items
Clean and disinfect school buildings, classrooms and especially wataaratadien facilities at

least twice daily (at the end of the day and after the lunch breaks as well). Particular attention
must be paid to cleaning high touch surfaces (railings, lunch tables, sports equipment, door and
window handles, toys, teaching andatning aids etc.) These should be cleaned and
disinfected/sanitized during periods of limited use, such as after breaks and when classes start
and after school ends. Where possible doors should be left open to reduce the need to touch
handles. Ensure @deaing and disinfection processes are documented and adhere to MOHW
guidelines.

1 Atthe early childhood level, sanitize toys, tables, countertops, cabinets, doors, toilet seats, toilet
bowls, floors, potty, diaper areas before and after use (Standard66316.3.7 and 6.3.11).

Toys that are mouthed should be provide parents and taken home daily for cleaning.

1 Schedule regular cleaning of the school environment, including toilets, with water and
soap/detergent and disinfectantl. Clean and disinfeatdrety touched surfaces such as door
handles, desks, toys, supplies, light switches, doorframes, play equipment, teaching aids used by
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children, and covers of booKdOHW recommends 70% ethyl alcohol to disinfect small surface

areas and equipment, or sodithypochlorite 0.1% for disinfecting larger surfaces.

1 Assistive devices and other learning support agkd by students with special nestisuld be
sanitized regularly, using appropria@nitizer/disinfectant
Where possible doors should be left operetiuce the need to touch handles
Ensure that all areas are adequately ventilated. Increase the circulation of outdoor air as much as
possible by opening windows and doors, using fans, or other methods. However, take precaution
in opening windows and dool§ they pose a safety risk to students or other vulnerable
individuals.At the early childhood level, the temperature in the classroom must not exceed 30°C
|/ 86°F.

Management of Waste

1 Ensure garbage is stored properly, removed daily and disposedlgf safe
1 Provide covered bins for the collection of waste including used tissues and disposable face masks.

1 Label all containers to adequate identify areas for discarding these items

Management of the Il

Develop and implement mechanisms to monitor staffstimdents who may become ill.

Create a checklist for parents/students/staff to decide whether students/staff can go to school,
with due consideration for local epidemiology of COVIB. The checklist could include:

Underlying medical conditions and vulaéilities, to protect the student/staff;

Recent iliness or symptoms suggestive of CONH to prevent spread to others

o O O

Special circumstances in the home environment, to tailor support as needed;
o Special considerations regarding school transport as needed.
1 Ensure that an area is clearly identified (that adheres to the MOHW guidelines), to allow the
school to temporarily separate sick students and staff without creating stigma. These procedures
should be approved by the MOHW and shared widely with statfests and parents

1 Encourage staff, students and parents that once sick they should remain at home.

Ministry of Education Youth & Information: Educaion in Emergencies
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T Enforce the policy of Anstaying at home i f [

symptoms. Establish protocols for liaison with the Publicltdidaepartment to report suspected
cases and ensure communication between home and school.

1 Students and staff who record temperatures above 37.5 degrees Celsius or 99.5 degrees
Fahrenheit should be temporarily isolated and recommended to visit theirgreaitters.

1 Establish procedures for students or staff who have symptoms of GO8/éDare feeling unwell
in any way, to be sent home or isolated from others. Staff will be required to advise the HR and
visit the nearest health centre for review of abmadrtemperature readings and symptoms.

1T Waive the requirement for a doctordés not e
transmission of COVIEL9.

Wearing of Masks/Face Coverings
1 All workers on the compound should wear a mask as per the establishedoprdy the

Government of Jamaic®&rovide sufficient medical masks for those who need it, such as school

nurses and children with symptoms

1 Ensure face masks cover the nose and mouth at all gatherings except for teachers and students
who may have diffialty breathing No recommendation for children two years and younger.

1 Masks should be worn in the classrooms and areas where there argathelhgsEncourage
students and teachers to refrain from removing masks while gathered in classrooms or other
teaching and learning spaces

1 An area should be identified to allow students the opportunity to remove their masks for
established periods while adhering to social/physical distancing guidelines. Time in this space
(particularly for younger students) shoblel scheduled during the school day and theiotitiee
space carefullynonitored

1 Students may only be allowed to remove the face covenmgscontrolled classroom setting
wherephysical distance is 6 feet and where general social interaction and nmbvenestricted.

91 Staff will be required to maintain face covering during active teadhithg physical distancing

of 6ft is maintained.
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OperatiomalisingWellness Management an&ocialPhysicalDistancing Guidelines

Wellness Management

T

Organize entryoints to facilitate temperature checks aaddsanitization of staff, students and

all other persong/ho entethe school compound.

Develop and maintain daily screening for body temperature (temperature logs) including history
of fever or feeling fevesh in the previous 24 hours, for each student and staff.

Develop and implement mechanisms to monitor staff and students who may become ill

Ensure that an area is clearly identified to allow the school to temporarily separate sick students
and staff withoticreating stigma. These procedures should be shared widely with staff, students
and parentsAt the early childhood level, ensure that a clean bed linen is available and changed
after every use (Standard 6.3.4 of the Standards for the Operation, Managamlen
Administration of Early Childhood Institutions).

Identify safe spaces, outside of the teaching learning environment where students can get a break
from masks for specific periods, while observing social distancing e.g. on the playing field
Relevant MDHW COVID-19 posters to be erected strategically throughout the facility to
enhance the health education activities. MOHW staff will be asked to visit the facility to assist
with the Health Education process. Emphasis should also be placed on the péuydical

psychological wellbeing of students and members of staff.

General Guidelines to MaintainSocialPhysical Distancing

T

T

Socialphysicaldistancing and all other health guidelines should be adhered to during therapy
sessiongor students with special needalternatively, therapy should be conducted remotely.
Enforce established social distancing guidelimasintaininga one metre (or-8&) radius around

each student, resulting in a 1.8m (eft)@otal distance between any two or more students. ®ltiliz
special markers tencourage socigdhysical distancing (example marks on the floor, seating
arrangements in classrooms and transport)

Create awareness to ensure that students or staff do not congregate /socializeterivenor
leaving tke school ad in their free time.

Advise against crowding during school pigg and pick up by family or community members if
possible (Elderly family members with comorbidities should be excluded from this task)
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Consider increasing the number of teachers, if ptesgo allow for fewer students per classroom

(if space is availableh shift system may have to be reinstituted in the schools as already
proposed in the document

Post health and hygiene signs visibly on school compound

Ensure face (masks) coveringthose and mouth at all small gatherings except for teachers and
students who may have difficulty breathing or need assistance to remove the mask.

Large social gatherings of children or staff greater than 12 is generally discouraged. All persons
should pratice physical distancing where possible.

Seating in the classroom should be spaced to cater-1@ p@rsons not including the teacher.
Rearrange seating to allow students and teachers to face the same direction. No group work
settings must be facilitaeunless students can observe gbeialphysical distancing rules. If
possible, group work can be moved to an online platform.

Assign children places and encourage them to use assigned places daily.

Ensure that at the primary level only one student itedest a desk

Administrators of institutions which provide boarding for students should follow the general guidelines

for residential facilities. Parents of studentso residein boarding institution®r who access housing

in tertiary institutionsshoud be carefully sensitized and required to sign an agreeinethie case of a

student who is a legal adult, the student should be required to sign the agre€oresitleration must

also be given to:

T

Reviewing rooming arrangements for students to relemaximum of two students per room
(Providing the social distancing requirements are met)

Generating daily cleaning and sanitization schedules for dormitories

Ensuring that guidelines for the daily operational activities are aligned with the Disaster Ris
Management Actfor example, temperature checks in the mornings; dining arrangements,
movement on dorms, gatherings, visiting rules (out weekends, accommodating visitors) etc.
Updating school s health responseenmseithipr@ni s m
existing medical conditions

Temporary Isolation room /holding area shall be in place for students and staff with €O@VID

symptoms and should satisfy the MOHW requirements for such facility.
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Social Distancing Measurelassroom Arrangemest

1 Consider strategies which supplement face to face engagement with distance modalities for
students at the secondary and tertiary levels. Principals should explore thef use
rotationextended school day/ modified versions of the shift system to atlowefching and
learning while adhering to social distancing guidelines

1 Explore the development of partnerships with critical stakeholders to identify and access
additional infrastructure/ classroom space as required such as church halls, libraries;.tents

1 Consider organising teaching and learning so that core subjects are done at schooicane non
subjects at home with teacher guided support at the primary level. Limit activities requiring
multiple student groups to interact with each other

1 Limit gatherings where social distancing is not likely to be observed

- ceremonies, sports eveniT & gatherings etc.
- extracurricular activities

1 Reduce the sizes éthysical Education classeéy 507 60% in orderto allow the teacher to
effectively ensure the usé physical distancingractices

1 Incorporate more digital and online learning to reduce class size for core subjects such as English
Language, Literature, Mathematics and Science and for Physical Education

1 In September 2020, orientation arly ChildhoodGrade one and Gradeverstudents should
be done during the first week of school depending on the size to maintain social distancing.

1 For the second week in September the remaining students should be scheduled to come into
school on a shift system irrder to ensure that the school is able to maintain social distancing
standards in classrooms; particularly in laegely childhoodprimary and high schools.

1 Inthe case of the small schools they can continuendroée day systeras the classes are ullya
small,thereby minimizing the probability ofvercrowding. There should be no more than 10 or
15 students in any given classroom based on its Aizine early childhood level the teacher
child ratioi children Oi 12 months 1 adults to 5 children;ildnen 137 35 months 1 adult to 8
children; children 3 6 1 adult to 10 children (Standard 1.4B)is number can be used to guide
the shift arrangements at the school level, guided by the enrolment. Theysfeift is a short
term solution until normdy is achieved or new provisions made under the Disaster Risk

Management Act.
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Scheduling

)l
)l

Decide which lessons or activities should be delivered face to face or using a distance modality
Consider staggeringchool days to 2 to 3 days per week with 3 keséons per day as applicable
for the specific grade levels and consider allowing students to work from home for the remaining
days of the school week.
Where lessons or daroom activitiesantake place outdooyshis should be accommodated and
scheduld
Timetable subjects so that students have as many classes as possible in theiphwwme order
to limit frequent movement. In cases where this is not possible ensure that students leave and
enter classroon labs in single file maintaining the 3@deet distance. This should be carefully
monitored by thassignedubject teacher
Allow for a five-minute breakbetwe@ each lab and workshop to allow for sanitisation before
thenewgroupenters the room
Stagger assembly groypsne on the playgroud lunch time and dropff/collection times while
developing protocols designed to minimise adult to adult contact
At the secondary leveinsurehat -
- timetables are rearranged to reduce movement of students from classroom to classroom
- specialist tedwers move to homerooms
- social distancingguidelinesare adapted folabs and workshops
- no more than two (2) groupsoulduselabs and workshops in a given day
- time is allowed for thecleaning of the space and equipment in labs and woplssh

between classe

Lunch

T

T

Encourage students to bring their own lunchiéish babies unused breast milk and formulae that

is unrefrigerated should be discarded after one hour (Standards 7.1.11, and 7.1.25).

In this instanceconsider making arrangements for meals tovhemed as needed. Thsbould

be carefully monitored to ensure that this is safely used and that any necessary sanitization

procedures are established and adhered to
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1 Ensure that social/physical distancing guidelines are adhered to in the use of the. ¢isdee

markers on the ground to assist students in maintaining the required digtaraieernative is
to have lunch at desk.

1 If the services of concessionaires hdneen discontinueanake arrangements for the provision
of meals for staff and students

1 Encourage class groups to eat together in class as far as possible.

Transportation
The Ministry will continue to implement transportation programmes in areas where they already exist.

In addition to the use of public or private transportation, admitistia can supporthe safe
transportation of students to and from schbglconsideing the following optionsvhere they exist
1 private operators currently contract;aml undet
1 the use of school buses to pawishuttle services for needy students. Parenta@gmahistrators
shouldcollaborate to support the safe movements of students to and from school.
Principals should use the requisite documentation to establish contractual arrangements engaging private
operators or school buses to provide shuttle service for needy students (additional guidance can be sought

from the Regional Office if needed).

Where transportation is being organized by the school, it is critical that
1. acontract is developed and signgdoarents,
2. drivers should be at least 21 years old (Standard 8.4.1),
3. drivers should have a valid private or general licence depending the vehicle to be use (Standard
8.4.2).
a timetable for the available shuttle service be developed and circulated tis packstudents
a student travel | og be devel oped and maint a

centralized pick up points be established and communicated to parents and students

S L

a text messaging system be developed and used to sgpponunication between the school
and parents

The following guidelines should be implemented to ensure the health and wellbeing of students as they

are transported to and from school
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Private operatorsontracted by the school arequired to sanitize i vehicles after each trip.

Private operators contracted under the Rural SchoolMagrammeis requiredto conduct
temperature checksd sanitize buses between trips

Where school buses or contractual arrangements are being used, detémminamber D
students wh can be accommodated on eachitmiprder to ensure that social/physical distancing
guidelines are respectethis should be clearly communicated to all stakeholdesssupport
adherence, margeats which cannot/can be used to guide stadent

Sensitize students to safety precautions to be observed while using public passenger vehicles
such as the wearing of face masks, social distancing and compliance with temperature checks
and hand sanitizing activities. This should be reinforced at neigidavals

Students who walk to school are to be encouraged to avoid crowded areas, and loitering on the

streets.

Catering toStudents with Special Needs
As the Ministry and administrators prepare for the reopening of education institutions, careful

corsideration must be given to safeguarding the needs of students with special needsséls a

principalsareasked to note the following:

l

Students with prexisting medical conditions should be encouraged to continue to access their
education remotely

Medical clearance from a doctaust beprovidedfor students wittkknownpre-existing medical
conditions who opt to return to school

Students who are unable to tolerate a mask due to hypersensitivity or other medical conditions
shouldcontinue to be seed remotely. A medical certificate should be provided for their records
Students who require the support of a Shadow which involves close or regular physical contact
should be encouraged to continue to be served remdiblgre Shadows are engaged, priatsp

will receive a handbook to guide this engagement. In addition, parents of students who utilize the
services of a shadow should be required to sigglemse absolving the Ministry of liability in

case the student contracts COVID from the Shadow.

Students who have no medical challenges that would put them at greater risk, but whose parents
opt for them to continue their education remotely, should provide the school with a letter from

the parent outlining the concerns in order to maintain their merdl in the particular school.
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1 Where appropriate, flexible scheduling (e.g. shortened school days) should be utilised for

students with special needs
1 Additional precautions should be taken in treating students who are blind or visually impaired,
both in manstream and at the School for the Blind, due to the dependence on the sense of touch.
T Schools should evaluate studentsodé | ndiPyvi dua

should then be revised based on identified gaps to reflect teaching goals

Consideration for Staff with Special Needs

It is critical that time be taken to determine which members of staff may need to continue to work from
home due to the risks associated with-gxesting medical conditions. Where this arrangement may
presentparticular challenges, Administrators may seek the guidance and support of their Regional

Officesto address the situation.

Considerations for Capacity Building
Critical to ensung the effective transitioning of teachers to using methodologies whitlswpport

teaching and learning arrangements developed and implemented in response to COVID 19. Principals
must therefore develop a Capacity Building plan designeduip @¢eachers to deal with both learning
recovey andmeeings t ud e nt s 6 nbnaeacy and dociabneotionat ngdds. This particularly
importantin schools with a high proportion of-ask students.

Teachers should exposed to capacity building opportunities designed to helpittentify agerelated
behavioural and cognitivehanges and provide ag@propriate learning support.

Capacity building opportunities should also be provided feeirvice and prservice teachers focused

on helping them develop the competencies to utilise multiple distance learning strategies.

Communication/Behaviour Management
Once a school has reopened, opportunities should be created daily during the first two to three weeks of

school to -
- allow students to share how COVID 19 has affected or impacted them and
- teach students and staff about\D 19 and the relevant safety procedures to mitigate

aganst its spread
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This should be infused into orientation activities organised for all grade levels.

Administrators should also

)l
)l

Encourage staff, students and parémtemain at homence sick

Pronote hygienic practices at all levels amongst all stakeholders with particular emphasis on
handwashing and respiratdnygiene practicesSigns with the appropriate messages should be
mounted across the school compound at strategic points

Increag and sugin communication with studentsind other critical stakeholders which is
focused on promoting awareness about COVID 19, and the necessary safety measures which will
limit spread

Encourage the use of hand sanitizers, and where recommended by natiamdiesjthmphasize

the importance of proper use of cloth masks.

Information on hygiene should be made widely available and accessilalé stakeholders
including those with special needs (e.g. the visually impaired). The language used shbildd be ¢
friendly

Promote and demonstrate regular and thorough (at least 20 seconds) hand washing and positive
hygiene behaviours and monitor their uptaenitors can be identified and assigned as needed

to provide support

Create a schedule for frequent hand hygj@specially for young children, and provide sufficient
alcoholbased rub or soap and clean water at school entrémeasthe entrances would be

more appropriate and with multiple stations to avoid overcrowding)and throughout the
school.

Encouragestaff andstudents to take their own drinking wateating utensils (as needeat)d

hand sanitizers where possible.
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Administrators will need to consider matters relating to assessment. This ineludes:
1 Internal assessment and promotion practices
1 TheAdministration ofSecondarxternal Examinations

91 Diagnostic Assessment onopening

Internal Assessment and Promotion
Administrators will need to consider matters relating to assessment and the promotion of students.

Several strategies can be employ€kis includeswaiving less important examinations, such as those
used for promotion decisions to allow focus on more critical examinations (such as those used for
transitioning to secondary, secondary school graduation or university entrance). Thisb&hdalte

while ensuring that assessment strategies employed are valid, reliable, and equitable ways and are

administered with adherence to all phgsidistancing guidelines amdher health requirements.

The wiversal promotiorof students should be uzikd wherepossible In this instance however, steps

must be takentas sess studentsd | evels of | earning foll
This will be led by the Ministry for students in Gradés9 as outlined later in this docume@nce the

data generated from the administration of the diagnostic tools is available, steps must be taken to develop
and implement interventions designed to mitigate learning loss and prevent exacerbation of learning
inequality after school closures. Raular focus must be placed on literacy and numeracy for primary

age children and accessibility accommodations for children with disabilities. Accelerated education

models can be implemented in parallel to integrate previousigfeathool or oveiage clidren.
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Administration of Secondary External Examinations

Caritbean Examinations Council (CXC), NCTVET and City and Guigeminationswill be
administered between July 27 and midugust of 2020

CXC and NCTVET will administemultiple choicepapes using both online and cefine modalities.
City and Guilds will have the sittings of the Customen&e and the Skill Proficiency Awards
assessment. These courses do not have enough historical data to allowmderdfealculated saes

To provide students registered to sit exit examinations with an opportunity tizditlaeir preparation,
theywill be allowed to return to classes between June 8 and July 3, R@&@eriod will also allow
9 students registered to sit City and Guilds Mathematind English Skills examinations an
opportunity to submit additional work to support the preparation of the calculated, scates

1 the completion of the Continuous Assessment Record for NCTVET

Principals are being encouraged to ensure that candidatis/ she requirements to sit the 2020
CSEC/CAPE/CCSLC exit examinations. This includes

1 Completing and submitting their SBAs and IAs (systems must be developed and implemented to
manage this process where SBAs are still outstandingdy an establishedeadline to ensure
that all necessary internal processes can be completed to meet the CXC deadline
Facilitating oral examinations in a timely manner where applicable
Procuring adequate materials/resources to facilitate all practical examinations

Making revision materials and sessions accessible to all students

= =2 4

Updating the academic records for all students to ensure that final transcripts/reports can be
finalised
1 Identifying students who need additional support and developing and implementing appropriate

plans to provide the support required

If there are any communities under quarantine during the revision or examinations,period
Administrators must ascertain the number of students who are affected and communicate with their
respective Regional Office sét a strategy to provide support and minimize disruptian be

developed and implemented.
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Due to the expected late release of CXC examination reswitiergs who are to transition to Grades
12-13 will commenceclassedOct 1, 2020.0ther examinationasults are expected to be released on

schedule to allow for the smooth transitioning of students to the next level of the education system.

Centre Management
In preparing for the administration of examinations, Administrators must develop protocole for t

management of examination centres considering standards and guidelines previously communicated for
sanitization and social distancing. In developing the protocols, consideration must be given to
1 the total number of candidates sittinggluding indepedent candidates
1 the number of centres needed per school to maintain social distancing of at least 6ft
1 the number of invigilators required to manage each cé@hschool administer musissess the
number of invigilators required to support the admiatsdn of all examinations and activate the
necessary protocols to fill identified gap$his activity must be pursued while being in dialogue
with the examination body
the number of candidates needing special accommodations. Take note of
the type of acommodations needed
- how the special accommodations should be facilitated
- what assistance will be needed to provide special accommodation

If alternative centres are required, they must be identified. It is best that these be in close proximity to
the schol or to the home of the student and they must also be easily accessible to students.

Administrators can consider some of the following strategies in developing their protocols:

1 reconfiguring the institution in order to attain the capacity to accommdti@ additional
electrical energy load in the case eksting

1 identifying additional facilities with established Information Technology Laboratories to host
students (church halls, libraries, Waisities Computer Laboratoridse a c her s@crd@So | | e g
the island)as needed, where possible is critical that in such instancesaihed laboratory

technicians be engaged)
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All laboratories should be assessed and equipped with security features as stipulated by the Caribbean

Examination Body andystemsto support the lectronic verification of students should be employed

where possible.

Diagnostic Assessment on Reopening
In an effort to minimize learning loss and the development of significant gaps in learning it is critical

that diagnostic assessmgbe developed and administered shortly after students return to school. While
the Ministry will coordinate the development, administration of a suite of standardized diagnostic
assessment tools in the initial weeks after for the reopening of schoolgtemBer 2020 schools will

have to take full responsibility for these processes after the June reopening for examination students.
Administration of diagnostic tools should be followed by the thorough analysis of the data generated to
identify learning gapsassess learning loss and guide the development of individual, school, regional
and national intervention plans designed to support students getting back on their respective learning
paths. The proposed suite of diagnostic instruments which will be gexdehy the Student Assessment

Unit are outlined in Table 1 below.

Table 1 The Proposed Suite of Diagnostic Instruments for Administration September 2020

Grade Level Subject

Grades 1 3 Mathematics

Language Arts

Integrated Studies

Grades 4 6 Mathematics

Language Arts

Social Studies

Science

Grades T 9 Mathematics

Language Arts
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Table 2 Key Activities Associated with Administration of Diagnostic Assessments
Key Activity Timeline Process Owner(s)
Development of Diagnostic Tools June 1i 30, 2020 MoEYI
Development of intervention plans July 17 August 31, MoEYI
2020

Administration of Diagnostic Tools (Septembe September 7 18, 2020 Schools

reopening)

Scoring & Analysis of Diagnostic Tools September 21 October Schools & MoFY |
2, 2020

Implementation of intervention plans October 5, 2020 Schools & MoEY]
ongoing

Table 2outlines the key activities required in developing the suite of diagnostic tests and the timelines

associated with the activities along with the process owners.

Diagnostic Assessment and Curriculum Management

1 In all other grades where standardized examinations are not used for the placement of students at
higher educational levels, then the continuous assessment records of students can be used for
transitioningpurposes. Students would therefore transition to a higher grade/educational level in
September 2020.

A curriculum bridge should be created to address the gaps in achievement identified.
Be prepared to adjust school schedule to@modate new mitigatingeasures

Exploreonline teaching and exam options
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Graduation/Valedictory Service/School Leaving Exercises
Several students would have been scheduled to conigéeteng programmes at the varglevels of
the education system. Traditionally schools htaalitated a variety of graduation or school leaving
exercises. These exercises have been regardedasfgpassaga the Jamaican context and in the
of the learner. Given the disruption caused by the COMPpandemicschools have been chailged
to engage students and their familiesha traditional school leaving exercisgstheusual format given
the safety precautions that must be observed to contain the spreaofiH2-19.
In determining the approach to be utilised, it is aitibatadministrators engage key stakeholders and
explore options that are safe and adidwith the Disaster Risk Management Act Orders and Instructions
Consideration can be given to
1 Postponemendr cancellation
1 Modifying implementation to include ogideration for virtual eventgy going live on social
media platformsusing videoconferemaeg applications such as Zooon holding mobile/drive
through presentations/parades etc.
Whatever the approach utilisedgdéinistrators are cautioned to be reasaa given the economic strain

on manyfamilieswhich has resulted frotthe pandemic.

Infrastructure and Maintenance Works
School administrators are being askedde the period of physical school closure to commence planned

infrastructure and maintenamworks
1 All projects and procurement committees should be activated and adhraacedis guided by
the procurement guidelines
Engage the Regional Director and/or Regional Building Offidezn& guidance is required
Schools will receivelirect support from their regions to procure and complete infrastructure
repairs
The Mini st rbedalng theeneamssanyislepgs anlvanceall infrastructure repairalready

scheduled to be completed before the start of the 2020/2021 academic year
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Primary Exit Profile (PEP)Grade 7 Students
Following extensive consultations, theo®Y| took the decision to cancel the 2020 sittings of the Grade

6 Primary Exit Profile(PEP)Performance Tasks and the Curriculum Based Tests. The Ministry will
instead, use a modifiepsychometrically approved assessment profile to place the Grade 6 students in
high schoolsising results of their

1 Grade 4 Literacy and Numeracy in 2018

1 their Grade 5 Performance Tasks in 204r¢d

1 Ability Test (Administeredn February 202D
These assssments have been found by psychometricians to be reliable and valid farguiaoé the
Grade 6 studentsld&ement data will be available to the primary level institutions on June 26, 2020 and

by July 10, 2020 at the secondary level.

Secondary schéadministrators are being asked to begin the preparations for registration and orientation
of these students in small groups or virtually.
1 Ensure that the cost of registration packagesloesnot exceedan additionall0% of the fee
charged for the lasichool year
Make printed materialswvailable online where possible
Facilitate support school interventions usingxed-modaliies (face to faceand online
engagemenjsvhere possible
1 Summer school activities should be the stareafiedial effortglesigredto ensure students can

adapt and transition to higithool with minimal challenges

ECls an@rade One Registration
The usualECIs andGrade One Registration process has also been disrupted due to the-C®DVID

pandemic, Principals oECIs andprimary schools are therefore expected to develop a modified
registration schedule in collaboration withe principals of the neighbouring Infant/Basic/Early
Childhood Institutions.

1 Registration should be facilitated up to the end of August 2020

1 Schools withonline student registration system may commence their registration process as

scheduled, however make allowances for parents/students who do not have access to this facility
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1 Develop a flexible schedule tagure registration is conducted in accordance sathal/physical

distancing guidelinesonsistent with the management of the COMI®pandemic.
The MoEYl is in discussion with its educational partners to assist all schools to digitally transform their

administrative processes such as the annual ratist process.

Tablets and Books Distribution
The Ministry in collaboration with eLearning Jamaica, is in the process of procuring 40,000 tablets to

be distributed to PATHbeneficiaries andther needy students loan (to be returned by July 3, 2020)
1 Tablets are to be made available to students who do not have acosdimeédateaching and
learningresourceslue to the lack of a device

1 The list of beneficiaries is to be communicatedheRegional Director

Schools will be provided with the protocotsduide this process.

School Administrators are asked to note

1 Theprocuremenof textbook list hasommenced

1 There will be further communication on plans distribution
The Ministry is also exploring the use ebeoks at the secondary level. Thidllwe implemented on a
phased basisSchools toparticipate in the pilot phase will be notified as s@snarrangementsre

finalized.
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Administrative Staff Protocol
To mitigate the risk of the spread of any communicable diseases including C€I3YID

administrative staffhould keep abreast of Ministry of Health and Wellness guidelines and updates
to ensure that the administrative office is safe for all stakeholders.

Protocols

U Establish controlled entry to office spadeso more than five personsiine office at any
one time depending on the size of the office and the social/physical distancing guidelines.

U Ensure that a sanitization station is in place, visible, and supervised as best as possible.
U All persons entering the administrative office aetiool grounds must wear a mask!!

U Develop a routine schedule to clean and disinfect regularly touched surfaces within
staffroom, offices, staff restrooms, cafeteria, and workstations.

U Discourage sharing of items that are difficult to disinfect eg. ©ffielephone,
keyboards/computers.

U Ensure that offices are properly ventilated and there is increased circulation of
natural/atmospheric air.

U Modify office space eg. Seating, desks, filing cabinets to 6 feet apart.

U Install physical barriers such as sreguards and partitions particularly in areas where it
is difficult for individuals to remain at least 6 feet apart eg. Reception desk.

U Provide proper signage with extra directions to prevent the spread of the virus.

U Wash hands with soap after handlirgcdments, money and other office implements.

U Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces after each client

U Staff members once sick should remain at home

U Under the guidance of the Principal, review services being offered from the admtivest
offices to minimize the requirement of having face to face interaction. Incorporate online
services where possible.
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The MoEYI will be responsible for providing overall support for the reopeningdotation

institutions This will include:-

T

estdlishing standards and guidelines for the safe reopening and operation of all
education institutionsincluding sanitization practices and social distancing
requirements

making standards and guidelir@silable to the system

organizing for the deep cle@g of public school plants and providing oversight as
necessary in independent schools

reviewing all school hygiene/sanitization plans

assessing the adequacy of support staéduncation institutiong an effort to ensure
thattheyare adequately stafledo maintain sanitization routines

providing additional staff where deemed necessary in order to ensure full
implementation of sanitization plans

providing the necessary resources needed to sugpoote learningn public schools

This will include prowding capacity building support for principals and teachers to
support remote learning in any possifiire rounds of school clasesandproviding

as necessary, basic supplies includiogouch digital thermometesnd support for
additional cleaninguppliesfor schools

ensuring that the needs of all learners, including those with special needs are catered to
increagng stakeholder awarenessCOVID - 19 and the practices which are designed

to reduce spreatthrough a robust public education campaign

3DAAEAT AT CACAI AT OO0 1T &£ PAOAT OO AT A O0AOAT O
agreement and support of measures instituted.

increasing mental health and psychosocial support services that address
stigmatization/discriminatiof staff, student@and theirfamilies in coping with the

continued uncertainties of the pandemic.

Ministry of Education Youth & Information: Education in Emergencies
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The safe reopening aducation institutionsvill require the commitment and support of all
stakeholders. Parents will therefore have a critical part to play in the process. Bhoetits
therefore be encouraged to:
1 Monitor the health of their child(ren) and keep them home from school if they are ill
1 Teach and model good hygiene practices for their children including:
1 Washinghands with soap and safe water frequently.
1 Using a saniter (at least 60% alcohol) if soap and water are not readily available
1 Wash hands with soap and water, if visibly dirty
1 providing children with drinking water and hand sanitizers to take to school (hand
sanitizers should not be given to infants; parentsidans may give same to
teachers for safe keeping and supervised use)
Ensure that safe drinking water is available, and toilets or latrines are clean at home
Ensure waste is safely ¢etted, stored and disposed of
Cough and sneeze into a tissue or yalbow and avoid touching your face, eyes,
mouth, nose
1 Encourage children to ask quesis and express their feelindg&arents are to be reminded
that their children may have different reactions to stress. They must therefore be
encouraged to be patientdannderstanding.
Remind students to be considerate of others
Communicate accurate information in order to prevent discriminatory behaviours and
stigmas
1 Support parent teacher communities so there can be coordinated communication of
information designedtenhance safety efforts
1 Maintain contact with teachers so they are aware of classroom assignments and activities
which can be undertaken at home
1 Have alternate childcare arrangements in place in the event a temporary closure of school

is required
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1 Negotiate with employersn the matter of Sick Leawand telework options in case they
will need to remain at homeith their children

91 Parents should ensure that arrangements are made with authorized transportation service
providers who are expected wlldbw the guidelines laid down by thdinistry of Health

and Wellness as well as thenistry of Transport ad Mining.
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COVIB19 Preparedness and Response Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Guidance for
Schools
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COVID-19 Preparedness and Response
Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Guidance for Schools

INTRODUCTION

Recent review of COVID-19 in children suggest that children are less often reported as
cases than adults, and that the infection generally causes mild disease.

Serious illness due to COVID-19 is seen infrequently in children, although there have
been rare cases of critical illness.

To date, there have been few educational institutions involved in COVID-19 outbreaks,
but from these studies, it appears that disease transmission was primarily related to
social events linked to school or university life rather than transmission within
classrooms.

The main mode of transmission for SAR-COV2 virus from human to human is via
Droplets and Contact. Droplets can land in the mouths, noses, or eyes of people who
are nearby or possibly be inhaled into the lungs of those within close proximity.

Based on this data Physical distancing, Hand Hygiene and proper cough/sneeze
etiquette are critical components in breaking the chain of transmission especially in
closed settings like schools.

The decision to close, partially close or reopen schools should be guided by a risk-
based approach to maximize the educational and health benefit for students, teachers,
staff, and the wider community, and help prevent a new outbreak of COVID-19 in the
community.

The Ministry of Education, Youth and Information must ready sufficient human and
economic resources available to ensure that the operators, staff and students can easily
comply with infection prevention and control practises for COVID-19.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS
The following general requirements are applicable to all Schools. All staff and
students must adhere to the following:

e Adopt a responsible attitude to address the health threat of COVID-19.
e Devise a mechanism of communication between management and staff in order
to facilitate procedure change.
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